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The School to Prison Pipeline in Chicago: A Fact Sheet 
 
Suspensions and Expulsions in Chicago Public Schools (CPS) 
Research suggests that students who have been suspended are three times more likely to drop out by 

the 10th grade than their peers who have never been suspended.1  Data obtained from the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE) through a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request suggests that CPS 
administered 17,020 in-school suspensions, 40,662 out-of-school suspensions and 217 expulsions in the 
2010-2011 academic year.  Specific demographic information (race, gender) about these suspensions and 
expulsions was not available at the time of the request. However, based on past data, black male 
students are likely to be disproportionately targeted by CPS suspensions and expulsions. 
 

Total Numbers of Chicago Public School Students Suspended & Expelled (2010-2011) 

 In-School 

Suspensions 

Out-of-School 

Suspensions 

Expulsions TOTAL 

Elementary School 

(pre-k-8th grade) 

4,950 18,878 59 23,887 

High School 12,070 21,784 158 34,012 

TOTAL 17,020 40,662 217 57,899 

 
Dropouts/Pushouts 
Based on data from the 2009 and 2010 American Community Survey, among 19- to 24-year-olds in the 
City of Chicago2:  

-Nearly 42,000 or 15 percent do not have a regular high school diploma.3 The share of youth in the city 
of Chicago without a regular high school diploma (15%) was higher than that of the remainder of the 
Chicago Metro area (9.7%), state of Illinois (11.5%), and the entire U.S. (13.7%).  

-19 percent of males did not have a regular high school diploma while 10 percent of females didn’t have 
a high school diploma. Male youth in the city were nearly two times more likely to be dropouts than 
their female peers. 

-30 percent of Hispanic males did not have a regular high school diploma 

-27 percent of African American males did not have a regular high school diploma 

-Only 4 percent of White, non-Hispanic males did not have a regular high school diploma. 

                                                           
1
 Goertz, M.E., Pollack, J.M. & Rock, D.A. (1996). Who drops out of high school and why?: Findings from a national 

study. Teachers College Record, 87, 357-73, available at www.tcrecord.org/Content.asp?ContentId=688.  
2
  Sum, Andrew et. al. (November 2011). “High School Dropouts in Chicago and Illinois: The Growing Labor Market, 

Income, Civic, Social and Fiscal Costs of Dropping Out of High School. Center for Labor Market Studies, 
Northeastern University. 
3
  These are conservative estimates of the number of high school dropouts. The American Community Survey tends 

to have below average coverage rates for low income households and respondents are known to sometimes 
exaggerate their educational credentials. 
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Juvenile Arrests in Chicago 
 
In 2010, there were 27,563 total juvenile arrests (youth 17 and under) in Chicago.4 While African 
American youth represent 33.7% of young people between 5 and 17 years old in Chicago, they represent 
76% of juvenile arrests (20,930) in the city in 2010.  This is compared to Latino youth who account for 
32.8% of youth in Chicago and represent 19.6% (5,418) of all juvenile arrests. White comprised 11.7% of 
youth ages 5 to 17 in Chicago and accounted for 3.3% (936) of juvenile arrests.5 

In 2010, there were 5, 574 juvenile arrest of youth 17 and under on Chicago Public School (CPS) 

property. If we include those between 18 and 20 years old, the number increases to over 6,100 arrests. 

Black youth are disproportionately targeted by these school-based arrests. While they represent 45% of 

CPS students, black youth account for 74% percent of juvenile school-based arrests.  This mirrors 

the general trend of disproportionate minority contact within the juvenile legal system. For example, 

while they comprise only 34% of youth ages 5 to 17 in the city of Chicago, African American youth 

accounted for 76% of citywide juvenile arrests (youth 17 and under) in 2010.6 

Incarceration Rates and Dropouts7  

In Illinois, dropouts accounted for 51% of the incarcerated population between the ages of 18 and 34 in 
2010. In that year, 10% of native-born high school dropouts (18-34) in Illinois were in jail or prison, an 
incarceration rate that was 2 percentage points above the U.S. average (8.0%).  
 
A native born male high school dropout (18-34 years old) was 5 times more likely to be incarcerated 
than a native-born male with a high school diploma and nearly 30 times more likely to be in jail or 
prison as a native-born male with an Associate’s degree.  

Among 18 to 34-year-old males in Illinois, 14.7 percent of high school dropouts were incarcerated in 
2010, while only 3 percent of male high school graduates (with no completed years of postsecondary 
schooling) spent time behind bars (in jail or prison). 

The incarceration rates of young adult dropouts varied widely across gender and race-ethnic groups. 
Male dropouts in Illinois and the U.S. are much more likely to be incarcerated than their female peers. 
The incarceration rate of native-born 18 to 34 year old male dropouts in Illinois was 15%, compared to a 
rate of under 2% for native born female dropouts in this age group.  
 
Black male dropouts in Illinois had by far the highest incarceration rate among the three major race-
ethnic groups. Nearly 29% of 18 to 34 year old, Black male dropouts in Illinois were incarcerated in 
2010. Incarceration rates of Black males fell sharply with their educational attainment, declining to 
under 8% for high school graduates and only 2% for Associate degree holders. Native-born Hispanic 
male dropouts (6.6%) in Illinois had a similar incarceration rate as native-born White male dropouts 
(6.5%). 
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